BEST PRACTICES FOR
INTENTIONAL TEACHING

Shucrea Victor-Cameron
Owner of Intentional Teaching Consulting Services

1

Be Respectful

Community
Agreements

Give Input
 Positive Attitude
Listen
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Learning Outcomes

• Define intentional teaching.
• Understand the importance of
intentional instruction.
• Learn how to utilize intentional teaching
practices in the classroom.
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Introducing
Intentional Teaching
Intentional teaching does not
happen by chance. It is planful,
thoughtful, and, purposeful.
Intentional teachers recognize a
teaching opportunity and take
advantage of it.
-Ann Epstein
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Intentional Teaching
(Continued)
• Intentional teaching requires a
wide- ranging knowledge about
how children typically develop
and learn.
• Intentional teachers must utilize
a wide range of instructional
strategies to accommodate the
different styles.
-Ann Epstein
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Intentional Instruction
Interact with children and
their families
Plan and implement
learning experiences
Assess children’s
development and learning;
Create responsive
environments
6

Intentional Teaching Practices

1.OBSERVE
Plan

2.
RESPONSIVE
PLANNING
First Class Program
Guidelines & Quality
Assurances

Program Monitors

Organize

3. ORGANIZE
Screening Referrals and
Support Services

4. CONNECT
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INTENTIONAL TEACHING PRACTICE #1:
OBSERVE

•Formative assessments: through
formative assessments teachers
can determine how children are
progressing towards expected
outcomes of learning and
development.
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Examples of Formative Assessment

1.Observations
2.Portfolios
3.Conversations
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Displaying children’s work can instill a sense of
pride and ownership in their learning.
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Goals to think about when displaying
children’s work include:
1. Permitting children to reflect on their past
experiences.
2. Documenting and communicating
children’s work for parents, school
personnel, and the community.
3. Presenting children’s work attractively.
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OBSERVE

Teacher’s respond to children’s work,
discoveries, questions, and interests to
encourage continued learning.
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REFLECTION: How can the teacher encourage continued
learning with this math activity?
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INTENTOINAL TEACHING PRACTICE 1#:
OBSERVE
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Reflect on your
practice
1. After watching the video and learning about the
importance of observations, what strategies are you
going to utilize to become more intentional about
observing young children.
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INTENTIONAL TEACHING PRACTICE # 2:
RESPONSIVE PLANNING
• Responsive planning for learning experiences
ensures essential content is addressed and
each child’s needs are met.
• Through responsive planning, teachers
gather and organize classroom materials to
support independent decision-making and
exploration.
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Responsive Planning Cycle
1. Ask
Questions
4. Take Action

2. Collect
Data

3. Interpret
Data
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Step 1: Asking Questions
1. What do I want to know about
the children?
2. How can I help individual
children build on their strengths?
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1. Ask Questions
 Mrs. Tiffany has an
initial question: Did the
children follow the plot
and recall the
sequence of events
from The Very Hungry
Caterpillar?
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Step 2: Collect data through
observations
1. What information should I
collect?
2. How will I obtain it?
3. How much data will I need?
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2. Collect Data
Mrs. Tiffany has
children retell the
story by drawing and
dictating.
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Step 3: Interpret Data
1. What does the data or information
mean?
2. What can I learn about each child
from the data?
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3. Interpret data
•Mrs. Tiffany studies the

children’s work, and her
initial concern is
confirmed: These
children do not seem to
know the story sequence.
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4. Take action
Plan for instructional activities
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Prompt and appropriate
Imitate the child’s action
RESPONSIVE
INTERACTIONS

Make responses connect
with the child’s word
Respond with a comment
or a question
25

25

INTENTIONAL
TEACHING
PRACTICE 3:
ORGANIZE

The physical
environment must
promote the children’s
development,
curriculum goals,
teaching strategies,
and characteristics of
families and
community.
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INTENTIONAL
TEACHING PRACTICE
3# ORGANIZE
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INTENTIONAL TEACHING PRACTICE #4:
CONNECT
• Building meaningful relationships with family
members extends learning opportunities.
• Involving families in classroom activities can
provide a sense of ownership of their child’s
learning.
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INTENTIONAL TEACHING
PRACTICE #4: CONNECT
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CONNECTING WITH FAMILIES (continued)
Send home weekly newsletter. Newsletter will keep
parents informed about the instructional activities.
Class Dojo
Parent teacher conferences

Home visits
Back to school night
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Reflect on your
practice
1. How do you currently connect with
families?
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Q & A time
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